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there is usually no body of existing common law. Trades-
unions are universally made lawful, as they are with us.
But in France in certain cases the consent of the government
to the formation of such organizations is necessary; and the
Code Napoleon made unlawful all combinations of persons
with an "evil end/' * So, "full freedom of association" is
now guaranteed in Switzerland; and in Germany the trade
guilds are largely recognized, but membership must not be
compulsory. In Austria a strict governmental control is
exercised, and the principle of obligatory guilds is unreserv-
edly accepted. There does not appear to be any legislation
upon strikes except in Great Britain, France, and Italy, such
matters being left largely to the political or police authori-
ties. Strikes were unlawful in England until comparatively
recent times, but were always lawful in this country, and
are so by the modern French law, which Is much similar to
ours, as is the case in Italy; but in Russia the leaders of a
strike may be imprisoned.

In no country do I find any specific legislation as to boy-
cotts, except the English statute already referred to, repeal-
ing the common law of conspiracy, both civil and criminal,
in industrial disputes. Germany and Austria have black-
listing laws. The matter of riots, etc., is generally left to
the criminal law to control. In no country other than the
United States do I find any prohibition against a man's pro-
tecting his own property with private guards, armed or other-
wise.

Arbitration laws in the British colonies are very generally
aimed at the prevention of strikes. Otherwise there seems
to be less legislation on the subject during the last ten years
than might have been expected. The Orange River Colony
has severe laws concerning the labor of the blacks, of a nat-
ure resembling our peonage laws in the Southern States,
Similar conditions seem to lead to similar legislation through-
out the modern world.

1 Quoted in Dane's Abridgment, published in 1800.